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(57) Abstract 

Androst-5-«ne-3P,17p diol is used to treat or reduce the likelihood of acquiring osteoporosis or menopausal symptoms, or other 
diseases affected by estrogen receptor activity, like vaginal atrophy; hypergonadism, diminished libido, skin atrophy, urinary incontinence, 
ovarian cancer, uterine cancer, endometriosis, obesity, cardiovascular disease, loss of muscle mass, loss of energy or fatigue. Alzheimer's 
d '-** sc ? n <l l ? ss of memory and for conditions which respond well to DHEA treatment, but where a higher ratio of estrogenic to androgenic 
effects is desired. Combination therapies are included, as are kits and pharmaceutical compositions for providing the active ingredients of 
claimed methods and combinations. 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 

1. Claims: 1-23,25-27 

Pharmaceutical compositions and their use (i)in the 
treatment of symptoms of menopause, vaginal atrophy, 
hypogonadism, osteoporosis, diminished libido, skin atrophy, 
urinary incontinence, ovarian cancer, uterine cancer, skin 
dryness, endometriosis, obesity, cardiovascular disease, 
atherosclerosis, insulin resistance, loss of muscle mass, 
loss of energy or fatigue, Alzheimer disease, (ii) in a 
method of contraception. 



2. Claim : 24 

Use of dehydroepiandrosterone in association with other 
compounds as defined in claim 24 in the treatment of breast 
cancer, uterine cancer, ovarian cancer or endometriosis. 
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Present claim 24 relates to a product/compound/method defined by 
reference to a desirable characteristic or property, namely anti estrogen, 
androgenm inhibitor of aroma tase, inhibitor of 17beta hydroxsteroid 
dehydrogenase, LHRH agonist or antagonist. 

The claims cover all products/compounds/methods having this 
characteristic or property, whereas the application provides support 
within the meaning of Article 6 PCT and/or disclosure within the meaning 
of Article 5 PCT for only a very limited number of such 
products/compounds/methods. In the present case, the claims so lack 
support, and the application so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful 
search over the whole of the claimed scope is impossible. Independent of 
the above reasoning, the claims also lack clarity (Article 6 PCT). An 
attempt is made to define the product/compound/method by reference to a 
result to be achieved. Again, this lack of clarity in the present case is 
such as to render a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed 
scope impossible. Consequently, the search has been carried out for those 
parts of the claims which appear to be clear, supported and disclosed, 
namely those parts relating to the product s/compounds/methods as 
disclosed on page 22, paragraph 2 of the description. 

The term "pro^drug" is not clear in the present context since it is not 
clear which compounds are metaboli sed by or in the_ human body into the _ 
mentioned compound. 

The term "treating or reducing the likelihood of acquiring reduced or 
imbalanced concentrations of sex steroids" is not clear in relation to a 
therapeutic use because it is not exhaustively known which diseases are 
associated with reduced or imbalanced concentrations of sex steroids. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 
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